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o Direct blunt impact injury associated with cortical contusions 
o Lacerations 
o Shear stress and rotational movement of the brain tearing the bridging veins 

leave the cortex and penetrating the arachnoid. 
o Blows to the side of the neck resulting in tearing of the vertebral arteries near 

the foramen magnum may lead to a fatal SAH at base of brain. 
o From intracerebral haemorrhages rupturing into the subarachnoid space. 
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